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Whoa man - the universe is big - really big! Andrew Frost has a meltdown...

Of the Australian artists exhibiting in BOS2010 Peter Hennessey’s My Hubble: The Universe
Turned in on Itself [2010] can justifiably lay claim to being one of the most spectacular.
Following on from the artist’s previous projects such as My Voyager and My Apollo, this
massive full-scale replica of the Hubble Space Telescope sits in a room that appears almost
too small to hold it. Since the work is sited in one of Cockatoo Island’s huge rooms this alone is
remarkable, but there is even more to Hennessey’s sculpture – a speculative universe that isn’t
just the artist’s imagination, but the universe – you know, all that - out there.

Hennessey’s My Hubble [The Universe Turned in On Itself] has the trademark exactness of the
artist previous sculptures. Built in recycled wood and waste Mylar from available blueprints and
photographs of the Hubble, the sculpture sits uneasily between votive object, nerd tribute and
technological simulacra. There is a world-wide subculture of people making their own
spacesuits, cobbled together space technology and other left-overs from the age of can-do.
Google any of these as subject searches and it soon becomes apparent that Hennessey is a
master craftsman among the devotees.

This space tech subculture is concerned with the detail - and so too is Hennessey – and you’ll
find bind boggling examples where these enthusiasts of NASA have recreated colour
schemes, flashes and emblems right down to the stitching. Hennessy’s work by contrast is far
more schematic, an outline, which suggests the object in front of us is at remove from the
original. Despite its size, scale and exact replication of the outline, Hennessy’s work makes no
claim for simulation – he signals that the sculpture is more a reference point – yet the
referenced [the original] hovers as a ghost image over the work.
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